East of England Biodiversity Forum Meeting Minutes 14th October 2010
Paxton Pits, Cambridgeshire
	Present

Steve Scott (chair) Forestry Commission
Gen Broad ~ Suffolk LBAP

Mark Iley ~ Essex LBAP

Richard Rafe ~ Natural England
Catherine Wyatt ~ Herts LBAP

Catherine Weightman ~ Natural England
Mike Drew ~ Anglian Water
Heather Webb ~ Beds & Luton LBAP

Michelle Russell – Natural England

Will Akast ~ Environment Agency

Liz Anderson ~ Central Bedfordshire ( LA rep)
Delia Shannon ~ Aggregate Industries

Guests

Lorna Shaw ~ Essex Wildlife Trust Biological Records Officer

Fiona Hazelton ~ Cambs. and Peterborough Biological Records Centre Regional Advocacy Officer
Ray Matthews ~ Chair of Friends of Paxton Pits


	Apologies

Fabiola Blum ~ Cambs & Peterborough LBAP

Mary Norden ~ RSPB

Scott Perkin ~ Norfolk LBAP

Stuart Warrington – National Trust
Reg Land – Norfolk Wildlife Trust (Wildlife Trusts rep)
Phil Clarke ~ Cambridgeshire County Council (LA rep)
Ellie Dickson – Woodland Trust (replacing Diane Millis)



	Agenda Item
	
	Action

	1 Matters arising
	GB to organise marine stakeholders workshop in early 2011.
CW & MR to review wider partners delivery work against EEBF Delivery Plan
CW & MR to put TEEB report on EEBF website when it is published.

CW to raise awareness of Climate Change 3G study when available.

EEBF steering group to ensure closer engagement with Sustainability East and East of England Climate Change Partnership when finances etc. have been settled after Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR).


	GB
CW/MR

CW

CW

	2 points arising from updates
	Dawn Isaacs – Jan/Feb 2011 for funding meeting. (postscript biodiversity funding workshop arranged 3rd Feb 2011, pm
Regional updates are now available on the website.

The website has been revised and improved – see article in EEBF update. The link is http://www.eoebiodiversity.org/
Comments and amendments welcome

	CW
All

	3 Development of Essex record centre & regional LRC advocacy
	Regional review of LRCs – report is available. 
3 projects resulted:
1. Norfolk Biological Information Service – to improve quality & quantity of data to consultants. There will be an agreed minimum service standard across region.

2. Tendring District Council Pilot – Lorna Shaw is collating data

3. Fiona Hazelton – advocacy for LRCs.

Lorna Shaw: BRIE is being piloted in Tendring with MOA between EWT, NE, ECC. Essex Field Club withdrew support Feb 2010. Project to be extended to Chelmsford & Braintree; data to be provided under Standard Minimum Service. Planners have no data in Essex. Project finish – March 2011.

Fiona Hazelton: communication plan has been produced. Key audiences: data providers (recorders etc), LAs and public bodies. Each LRC operates differently, but similar issues. FH is collating Best Practice and case studies throughout region. 
LA contributions are uncertain for the future.

FH table of funding opportunities to be circulated.

Future data is likely to be web-based as with the NBN.

LAs are unlikely to pay for a ‘Biodiversity Service’ that includes the LBAP with the LRC. Businesses will pay for services, but not core costs.

LS requested feedback on anyone interested in data provision or services in Essex.

HW suggested using consultants reports once in the public domain and try IEEM to reach consultants.

FH requested advocacy for LRCs within EEBF organisations, please provide her with feedback on opportunities for funding.
	GB/CW

ALL

ALL

	4 Tree pests and diseases
	SS presentation.

Red Band Needle Blight affects pines, mainly Corsican, but also Scots and others.
Acute Oak Decline – recorded as a band across middle of England, inc S. Norfolk and N. Suffolk.

Advise Forest Research of any sites http://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/
Sudden Larch Death – has now jumped to Japanese larch. Mainly in the west - Devon, Cornwall & Wales. Huge felling programme.
Oak Processionary Moth – human health risk from caterpillar hairs. In London only at present.

Horse Chestnut Leaf Miner – doesn’t cause long-term health problems, only the tree’s appearance.
Horse Chestnut Bleeding Canker – various pathogens responsible. Causes tree death.
Forest Research contacts: Sandra Denman, Anna Bown, Nigel straw.

Disease Diagnostic Advisory Service:

ddas.ah@forestry.gsi.gov
ddas.nrs@forestry.gsi.gov
Diversity of planting is key.

	ALL


	5 EEBF response to Environment White Paper
	RR – The Making Space for Nature report has been welcomed by Caroline Spelman, Secretary of State for DEFRA. 
Report doesn’t show how to achieve conservation, it should lead to discussion. SSSIs are not enough, we must build ecological networks – More, Bigger, better, joined. 
The White Paper will set the environmental agenda for the next decade. SS – it will set the strategic direction for FC, all existing strategies will be abandoned.

HW & GB to draw together a response to the DEFRA consultation.

MD to send the Anglian Water response to HW / GB


	HW / GB

MD

	6 The Fens IBDA
	The England Biodiversity Strategy Group decided at short notice not to proceed with the planned 20 IBDAs in each region, but with only 8 pilots in England.
In the EoE, there will be the Thames & Tributaries (Essex & Hertfordshire) and The Fens. There will be a conference on 6 Dec at Hinchingbrook for wider stakeholders in the Fens Natural  Character Area (NCA); RSPB to build a funding bid.

GB: Brecks Biodiversity Audit (BBA) group was very disappointed by the changes and by the lack of communication. Query as to why The Fens chosen as region’s pilot IBDA when it didn’t receive as many votes as BBA or Suffolk Coast & Heaths.
	

	7 EEBF updated website and future work
	Everyone should check the links and content of the new website. 
RR: we’re in an interim position, the EEBF may need to change as a result of the CSR on 20 October.


	ALL


	11 AOB
	SS: Cabinet Office Minister Francis Maud (today’s press release) – there will be large reforms to a number of public bodies with 192 quangos being abolished or merged. However, EA, FC and NE will be retained although substantially reformed.
RR: NE will have 30% cuts – fewer staff & less money. EA, NE and FC must work better together, otherwise organisations will be merged.
The EEBF will continue. All agreed we need to join together across the region otherwise the focus will be too local, not achieving landscape scale targets.


	

	8 Dates of meetings for 2011
	CW to forward dates to the forum members
	CW

	
	The meeting closed at 13.45 p.m. and was followed by a site visit to Paxton Pits Nature reserve.
	


Dates for 2011 meetings 
Thursday 3rd Feb EEBF Eastbrook am and funding workshop[ pm 

Thursday 7th April meeting with a site visit - 

Thursday 21st July Eastbrook ? or another site visit
Thursday 20th Oct Eastbrook 
